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SUBJECT: POLITICAL SITUATION 

REF: ISLAMABAD 7360 

1 . EMBOFF WAS INFORMED BY A PAKISTANI JOURNALIST ON JULY 21 THAT 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO HAS RECENTLY GRANTED INTERVIEWS TO 
THE BBC AND A MELBOURNE NEWSPAPER. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, 

THREE MAIN THEMES EMERGED: FIRST, BHUTTO WAS COY ABOUT WHETHER HE 
WOULD CONTEST THE ELECTIONS OR NOT. HE TOLD THE REPORTERS THAT 
HE WOULD MAKE HIS DECISION AFTER CONSULTING WITH PPP LEADERS. 
BEFORE THAT, HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO MAKE ANY COMMITMENT. SECOND, 
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THE FORMER PM WAS IMPLICITLY CRITICAL OF THE ARMY TAKE-OVER, 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY REFER TO ZIA OR ANY OTHER 
MILITARY LEADERS. IT WAS EQUALLY CLEAR THAT ANTI-AMERICANISM 
REMAINS A IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN HIS THINKING ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN. 

AT ONE POINT IN THE INTERVIEWS, HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE FACTS 
WILL EVENTUALLY COME OUT ABOUT THE MASSIVE INTERVENTION IN 
PAKISTAN’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND THE IMPERIALISTS AND REACT- 
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IONARIES WILL SUFFER A GREAT DEFEAT. 

2. ACCORDING TO NEWS STORIES ON JULY 21, THE EDITOR OF MUSAWAAT, 

THE OFFICIAL PPP NEWSPAPER, WAS ARRESTED BY THE MLA THE 
PREVIOUS DAY AFTER FAILING TO APPEAR ON TIHF FOR AN INTERVIEW. 

THE MLA REPORWDLY HAD SUMMONED HIM AND THE EDITOR OF NAWA-CVA 
WAQT TO DISCUSS RECENT POLITICAL STORIES WHICH HAVE APPEARED IN 
THE TWO PAPERS VIOLATING THE "UNDERSTANDING" THE PRESS HAS HAD 
WITH THE MILITARY REGIME. THE NAWA-I-WAQT EDITOR SHOWED UP AS 
DIRECTED, THREBY AVOIDING ARREST. 

3. IN THIS AND OTHER ACTIONS SUCH AS THE INVESTIGATIONS THE MLA 

HAS REPORTEDLY UNDERTAKEN REGARDING THE ALLOTMENT OF LICENSES TO 
PPP FAVORITES FOR GHEE, CEMENT AND RATION DEPOTS, THE MILITARY 
HAS DISPLAYED POLITICAL NAIVETE. WHILE GENERAL ZLA AND OTHERS IN 
THE MILITARY COUNCIL MAY BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE MERELY UPHOLD- 
ING THE LAW, THEIR ACTIONS ARE PUBLICLY PERCEIVED AS PR-PNA. 

IF THE MILITARY CONTINUES TO FOCUS ITS "DISCIPLINARY" MEASURES 
ON THE 

PPP, ITS CREDIBILITY WILL 
SUFFER AND ITS CLOAK OF 

DISINTEREST - ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS -WILL FURTHER 
SLIP. 

4. ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS THE ONGOING INVESTIGATION OF THE 
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FEDERAL SECURITY FORCE AND ITS DIRECTOR GENERAL MASUD MAHMUD. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, MAHMUD HAS MADE SOME SENSATIONAL 
DISCLOSURES ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE FSF IN KILLINGS IN PINDI IN 
1973 AND AT TAJPURA, LAHORE DURING MUSTAFA KHAR'S UNSUCCESS- 
FUL BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN 1975. IF TRUE, BOTH COULD FOCUS 
THE ANTI-CORRUPTION AND EXCESSES SPOTLIGHT ON BHUTTO. 

HUMMEL 
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